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Explanation

HOLOCENE
Matagorda Formation

Eolian Deposits

Qm-sd - Sand dune. Unconsolidated sand deposited by wind, including blowout dunes. May be active or stabilized by vegetation. 
May include Pleistocene deposits.

Carancahua Member (Bay- and Estuarine-margin Deposits)

Qmc-m - Marsh. Unconsolidated mud and sand deposited in low-relief areas adjacent to bay shoreline. Common tidal channels. 
Salt- or brackish-water marsh vegetation.

Qmc-b - Beach or berm. Unconsolidated sand, shell, and mud deposited along bay shoreline from wave action. Beach is 
unvegetated; berm may be sparsely vegetated.

Qmc-ba - Beach or berm; abandoned. Unconsolidated sand, shell, and mud deposited in low berm along former bay shorelines 
from wave action. Commonly vegetated.

Qmc-sp - Spit. Unconsolidated sand, shell, and mud deposited across bay and valley mouths from erosion of adjacent shoreline and 
lateral sediment migration. May include beach, berm, and washover deposits.

Qmc-tf - Tidal flat. Unconsolidated sand and mud deposited in a tidal flat that is periodically inundated by astronomical tides or 
wind-driven water at the margins of bays or tributary valleys. May include barren or vegetated areas and algal mats.

Saluria Member (Gulf-margin Deposits)

Qms-b - Beach. Unconsolidated sand deposited in forebeach or backbeach environment. Forebeach is unvegetated. Backbeach 
may have sparse vegetation.

Qms-d - Dune. Unconsolidated sand deposited by wind adjacent to the beach. Includes foredunes and former foredunes. May be 
active or stabilized by vegetation.

Qms-bd - Blowout dune. Unconsolidated sand deposited by wind. May include back-island or elongate dunes extending across the 
barrier flat. May be active or stabilized by vegetation.

Qms-s - Swale. Unconsolidated sand and mud deposited in generally coast-parallel topographic troughs. Common fresh- to 
brackish-water marsh vegetation.

Qms-rs - Ridge and swale, undifferentiated. Barrier island, peninsula, or strandplain ridge and swale deposits, undifferentiated. 
Common coastal prairie vegetation on ridges and fresh- or brackish-water marsh vegetation in swales.

Qms-bf - Barrier flat. Unconsolidated sand deposited in low-relief barrier-island environment landward of the beach and dune 
system. May include washover and eolian deposits.

Qms-w - Washover. Unconsolidated sand and shell deposited in sheets, fans, or bars landward of the beach by high water level and 
wave activity during tropical cyclone passage. May be barren or vegetated.

Qms-wc - Washover channel. Unconsolidated sand, shell, and mud deposited in washover channels active during high water level 
associated with tropical cyclone passage. May be barren or vegetated.

PLEISTOCENE
Beaumont Formation

Ingleside Unit

Qbi - Barrier island, barrier peninsula, and strandplain, undifferentiated. Semiconsolidated sand, silt, and lesser clay deposited 
in barrier island, barrier peninsula, or strandplain setting. Common pimple mounds, closed basins, and ridge-and-swale topography.

Qbi-r - Barrier ridge. Semiconsolidated sand deposited in generally coast-parallel topographic high showing barrier-island 
progradation. Live oak common.

Qbi-s - Barrier swale. Semiconsolidated sand and mud deposited in generally coast-parallel topographic troughs between 
progradational ridges.

Qbi-dw - Barrier drainageway. Semiconsolidated sand, silt, and lesser clay deposited in former Ingleside larger swales, tidal 
channels, and washover channels. Generally low elevation with few pimple mounds. Commonly flooded by storm-elevated tides.

Qbi-elb - Ephemeral lake basin. Semiconsolidated sand and mud deposited in closed or connected topographic basins in a 
barrier-island or strandplain environment. May include younger lacustrine deposits.
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