


































































































































































































Services

Core Research Centers

The Bureau manages two core research facilities, the Core
Research Center (CRC) in Austin and the Midland Core
Research Center (MCRC). The CRC, located adjacent to the
Bureau’s Research and Administration building at J. J. Pickle
Research Campus, houses the largest public collection of
subsurface geological materials in the United States and is open
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The Curator
is George Bush. The repository, approximately 103,000 ft?,
houses nearly 50 linear miles of shelving. Roughly 10 percent of
the repository is isolated and climate controlled for storing
unstable core materials.

Other CRC services include gamma-scan facilities, photog-
raphy lab, sawroom, and general core processing. Facilities for
holding core seminars are also available. Advance notice is
requested for CRC services.

A brochure describing the CRC, its policies, procedures, and
price list is available upon request. Customized printouts of
CRC holdings are available for purchase. Printouts can be
generated on the basis of county, operator, lease name, or sample
range. The entire CRC data base, listing all CRC holdings,
may also be purchased by contacting James Donnelly, Data-
Base Manager.

Visitors may view cores or cuttings in the main viewing
room, which is large enough to display as much as 1,800 ft of
conventional core. Approximately 12,770 core samples and
60,300 drill cuttings from wells are available for study at the
CRC. Geologic specimens housed at the CRC represent 35
countries and 1,100 counties or parishes within 43 states. Patrons
are asked to provide results of analyses of sampled materials
within 1 year of completion of their studies, which then become
part of the CRC’s reference material.

During (fiscal) 1996, the CRC received more than 350
visitors, who made transactions involving CRC inventory that
included materials from more than 602 wells and required the
transfer of more than 11,009 boxes of core to and from viewing
and shipping areas.

New acquisitions in 1996 totaled 228 new core samples, in
excess of 560 boxes and nonconventional (cuttings, sidewall,
unwashed cuttings, outcrop) core samples from 23 wells, totaling
83 boxes. Donations were received from BP Exploration;
Brigham Oil and Gas, L.P.; the Bureau of Economic Geology;
Reservoirs, Inc.; Snyder Oil Corporation; the Texas Historical
Commission; 39 Crude L.C.; and Earle F. McBride (UT
Department of Geological Sciences) and Richard L. Watson.

The MCRC, which was donated to The University of Texas
System by Shell Oil Company and Shell Western E&P, Inc., in
1994, is also administered by the Bureau. The facility, a 32,700-
ft2 building on 3.7 acres in Midland, Texas, has a core
examination room, a processing room for slabbing core, and
office space. The MCRC’s collection contains about 259,000
boxes of samples and core, most of which come from wells
drilled in Texas, although it also contains material from several
other states. The Curator is Robert (Rick) Richardson, who can
be reached at (915) 686-9902.
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The MCRC is open between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Materials are organized according to protocols
followed by the CRC in Austin. The MCRC collection’s data
are incorporated into the Bureau’s existing data base, which
allows patrons of the new facility to access these data, as well as
those of the CRC in Austin.

Public Information

Requests for information about the mineral, geology, energy,
and land resources of Texas come to the Bureau from geologists,
engineers, educators, students, landowners, and other interested
individuals, as well as from industry, governmental agencies,
and other organizations.

Extensive data and information are available at the Bureau’s
Reading Room/Data Center, and members of the Bureau’s
research staff provide advisory and technical services in their
areas of expertise. The Bureau’s Public Information Geologist
maintains files on mineral resources (both energy and nonenergy
minerals) and general geology of specific areas of the state and
assists patrons in locating answers to questions. During 1996,
approximately 1,500 such requests were handled by L. Edwin
Garner, the Public Information Geologist. In addition to direct
inquiries Bureau staff have contributed directly to educational
programs by making presentations to public school classes in
the Austin area.

Reading Room/Data Center

The Bureau’s Reading Room/Data Center provides a wide
range of geological data and information to staff members,
students, and visitors interested in Texas geology. The facility,
supervised by L. Edwin Garner, is open to the public for
reference use from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

The Reading Room houses a collection of more than 5,000
monographs and serials and about 50 periodicals. Included in
the collection are extensive reports and open-file materials
received from the U.S. Geological Survey, the U.S. Bureau of
Mines, and the U.S. Department of Energy.

The Data Center houses an extensive collection of surface
and subsurface geological data pertaining to Texas and adjacent
states. Open-File Document Storage data consisting of original
maps, cross sections, and other data used in preparing Bureau
publications are available to staff and the public. Topographic
and geologic maps, aerial photographs, and Landsat images are
also available. Subsurface data files include well logs for more
than 150,000 wells in Texas and 8,000 wells in adjacent states;
microfiche copies of well logs for more than 40,000 wells in
West Texas, New Mexico, and Oklahoma; scout tickets and
well records for more than 200,000 Texas wells and 30,000 New
Mexico wells; driller’s logs for about 400,000 Texas wells; and
completion cards for more than 300,000 Texas wells.
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